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QUESTION
Does this agreement in any instance provide less

coverage than the Outer Space Treaty?

ANSWER

e %
No. As stated in its preamble, the purpose of the

o
Assistance and Return Agreement is '"to develop and give

further concrete expression to duties" set forth in the

Quter Space Treaty. United States interests are in no

case less well protected under the new Agreement than

3

they were before.

(The following should be used in response to a direct
cuestion on the relationship of Article 3 of the
Astronaut Agreement to Article V of the Quter Space Treaty.)

It might be suggested.that Article 3 of the Assistance
and Return Agreement provides ''less coverage' with respect

the
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to non-territorial rescue than does Articl

Treaty. Article V of the O0ST provides that
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parties '"shall render to [astronauts] all poss

assistance in the event of accident, distress, or
on territory of another State Party

or on the high seas." Article 3 (A & R) provides:
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If information 1s received or 1t is
iscovered that the persounel of a spacecraft
have alighted on the high seas or in any other

place not under the jurisdiction of any State

those Contracting ParLl s which are in a

position to do so shall, if necessary, extend
/ assistance in search and rescue operations fO“”
/ such personnel to assure their speedy rescue.
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: /It could, therefore, be argued that Article 3 provides

iy
‘]

‘less coverage than Article V of the 0ST because the
latter uses the words ible assistance.”

The fact of the matter is that we purposely sought

' the new language; we wanted to avoild the possibility
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" formula might be

i that the "all possible assistance
interpreted to call for excessive, unreasonable or

mpracticeble steps on the high seas, for example.
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